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                           First Year At Hogwarts Trail  Questions  
 

1) How did filmmaker s create the effect of the S orting Hat in Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher ’s S tone?  

 

 

2)  As you walk through the Great Hall, yo u will  see the end - of- term feast. How did 

filmmakers create it?  

 

 

3)  What are the names of the four  Hogwarts  houses and who are their founders ? 

 

 

4)  In the Gryffindor common room, you can see the Invisibility C loak that Harry uses 

to sneak around the halls of Hogwarts as seen for the first time in Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone . How did filmmakers create this effect? Ask an Interactor  

 

 

5)  O ver 950  potions jar s were used to decorate Professor Snape’s potion s c lassroom. 

What was used inside the potion jars to make them look magical?  

 

 

6)  Look at Hagrid’s hut. It is oversized because Hagrid is a half - giant , how did 

filmmakers create a half - giant?  

 

 

Watch the demonstration to see how flying lessons and Quidditch matches were filmed . 
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7)  In Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, scenes in the Forbidden Forest were 

filmed on location. In what location did they film the Forbidden Forest ? Ask an 

Interactor.  

 

 

Activity 1: Make  sure you visit Platform 9 ¾ and create your own Chocolate Frog card ! 

 

 

8)  On Platform 9 ¾ you can see the Hogwarts Express. Before filmmakers acquired 

the train for filming, what was its original name? Ask an Interactor  

 

 

Go to the Backlot S tage and watch the demonstration ‘Secrets of Sound Effects ’ which 

is a  behind - the- scenes exploration of the art of Foley  and their roles in filmmaking.  

 

 

9)  How did filmmakers create the effect of Harry’s Hogwarts Acceptance letters 

coming through the letterbox at Number Four  Privet Drive?  

 

 

10) Fluffy the three - headed dog was helping guard the Philosopher ’s S tone. How did 

filmmakers create Fluffy?  
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Activity 2: All Hogwarts students take their own creature to Hogwarts with them. Wh at 

would you take with you? Would yours  have any special powers? Draw  or describe  

your  creature below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11) In Harry Potter and the Philosopher ’s Stone , Harry Potter enters Gringotts 

Wizarding B ank with Hagrid , and has his first experience with g oblins. Where did 

C ostume Designers get their inspiration for their costumes?  
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12) In Gringotts  Wizar ding Bank , you will notice chandeliers hanging from the ceiling. 

How many crystals were moulded for the largest chandelier? Ask an Interactor  

 

 

13) The first time we see Gringotts Wizarding Bank is in Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone,  when Harry Potter and Hagrid collect  Harry’s money to buy 

his Hogwarts school supplies. Describe the  four stages to creating the marble 

pillars that are seen in Gringotts . 

 

 

14) How did filmmakers c reate the moving chess pieces that Harry, Ron and Hermione 

come face to face with ? 

 

 

15) Diagon Alley is the wizarding street where Hogwarts students get their school 

supplies. At the end of the Diagon Alley is a shop called Magical Menagerie. What 

is unique about the lettering on the shop ’s sign?  

 

 

16) The Hogwarts castle model took filmmakers six months to build for the Harry Potter 

film series. How many fibre optic lights were used on the model?  

 

 

17) Why did filmmakers create a 1:24 size scale model of Hogwarts?  
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Activit y 3: First year students visit O llivander s wand shop on Diagon Alley , where a 

wand chooses them . Each wand has an  individual design for each witch and wizard. 

Design your own wand below!  

 

       

  

  

  

   


