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                 First Year At Hogwarts Trail  Questions and Answers  
 

1) How did filmmaker s create the effect of the S orting Hat in Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher ’s S tone?  

 

Actors used a physical hat on set, and VFX  (visual effects)  later animated  the Sorting 

Hat making it move and speak.  

 

2)  As you walk through the Great Hall, yo u will  see the end - of- term feast. How did 

filmmakers create it?  

 

To begin with, f ilmmakers used real food, but because it spoiled quickly  due to the 

lights and the production equipment , the props team switched to resin replicas.  

 

3)  What are the names of the four  Hogwarts  houses and who are their founders ? 

 

Gryffindor was founded by Godric Gryffindor.  

Hufflepuff was founded by Helga Hufflepuff.  

Ravenclaw was founded by Rowena Ravenclaw.  

Slytherin was founded by Salazar Slytherin.  

 

4)  In the Gryffindor common room, you can see the Invisibility C loak that Harry uses 

to sneak around the halls of Hogwarts as seen for the first time in Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone . How did filmmakers create this effect? Ask an Interactor  

 

The Invisibility Cloak was created with a chroma green lining on one side, which in 

post - production was used to make Harry Potter appear invisible to others using VFX .  

 

5)  O ver 950  potions jar s were used to decorate Professor Snape’s potion s c lassroom. 

What was used inside the potion jars to make them look magical?  

 

Prop s Buyers sourced soft toys and sewed the head from one toy onto the body of 

another , to create magical - looking creatures . They also used animal bones from 

butchers, coloured liquids and  old leaves to fill the potion jars to give them a mystic  

look.  
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6)  Look at Hagrid’s hut. It is oversized because Hagrid is a half - giant . How did 

filmmakers create a half - giant?  

 

Robbie Coltrane, the Actor who played Hagrid, was used for close - up shots. A taller 

body double, wearing a prosthetic Hagrid head, was used for any scenes showing 

Hagrid’s height.  Using  clever camera angles, the audience would never know that 

there were two Actors that played Hagrid . 

 

7)  In Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, scenes in the Forbidden Forest were 

filmed on location. In what location did they film the Forbidden Forest ? Ask an 

Interactor.  

 

Forbidden Forest scenes were shot on location at Black Park, Buckinghamshire.  

 

Activity 1: Make  sure you visit Platform 9 ¾ and create your own Chocolate Frog card ! 

 

8)  On Platform 9 ¾ you can see the Hogwarts Express. Before filmmakers acquired 

the train for filming, what was its original name? Ask an Interactor  

 

The Hogwarts Express was originally called Olton Hall . 

 

9)  How did filmmakers create the effect of Harry’s Hogwarts Acceptance letters 

coming through the letterbox at Number Four  Privet Drive?  

 

The Special Effects Department created a machine that could be controlled off - screen 

that shot hundreds of letters through the letter box at a high spee d. 

 

10) Fluffy the three - headed dog was helping guard the Philosopher ’s S tone. How did 

filmmakers create Fluffy?  

 

Fluffy was a mix of special and visual effects . Fluffy’s paws were created by the 

Special Effects Team (SFX) and the Visual Effects  Team  (VFX) made Fluffy come to life 

on- screen.  
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11) In Harry Potter and the Philosopher ’s Stone , Harry Potter enters Gringotts 

Wizarding B ank with Hagrid and has his first experience with g oblins. Where did 

C ostume Designers get their inspiration for their costumes?  

 

Filmmakers took inspiration from bankers in central London. Each goblin received  their 

own bespoke pin striped suit that would match their own personality . 

 

12)  In Gringotts  Wizarding Bank , you will notice chandeliers hanging from the ceiling. 

How many crystals were moulded for the largest chandelier? Ask an Interactor  

 

30,000 crystals were moulded from Perspex to create the chandelier for Gringotts . 

 

13) The first time we see Gringotts  Wizarding Bank  is in Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone,  when Harry Potter and Hagrid collect  Harry’s money to buy 

his Hogwarts school supplies. Describe the  four stages to creating the marble 

pillars that are seen in Gringotts . 

 

Step one is a hard plaster column base. In s tep two , marble paper is applied to the 

column. Step three is hand - painted veining details and adding gold leaf. Step four is a 

final glaze and lacquered column with antiqued gold leaf . 

 

14) How did filmmakers c reate the moving chess pieces that Harry, Ron and Hermione 

come face to face with ? 

The Special Effects  Team (SFX)  made animatronic moving  chess pieces with wheels 

that could be controlled  off - screen . 

 

15) Diagon Alley is the wizarding street where Hogwarts students get their school 

supplies. At the end of the Diagon Alley is a shop called Magical Menagerie. What 

is unique about the lettering on the shop ’s sign?  

 

Each letter is created from the body of an animal which represents what the shop sells . 

 

16) The Hogwarts castle model took filmmakers six months to build for the Harry Potter 

film series. How many fibre optic lights were used on the model?  

 

300 fibre optic lights were used for the model which replicate lanterns and torches . 
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17) Why did filmmakers create a 1:24 size scale model of Hogwarts?  

 

In Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone , many shots of Hogwarts were filmed on 

location. However, the script needed shots of all areas of Hogwarts. The model was 

created to film these shots in front of a green screen to create realistic views of 

Hogwarts . 

 

 


